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These dedicatory exercises mark still another step in the steady 
evolution of St. Michael's Hospital into a major urban center for heal- 
ing and research. The new facilities dedicated today - the Antonius 
Pavilion for cardiac patients, an Intensive Care Unit, a new Recovery 
Room - are inspiring symbols of St. Michael's policy of affording the 
community the proven best developments in modern medical science. 


Dedicated staff members under the leadership of Dr. Nicholas A. 
Antonius, our Medical Director and Director of the Department of 
Cardiology, inaugurated our Cardiovascular Center in 1950. In the 
intervening decade it has become one of the leading Cardiovascular 
Centers in the East, outranking most community hospitals in this field 
and pioneering advanced techniques usually associated with Univers- 
ity hospitals. In the ten years since its inception 30,000 patients have 
been treated at our Cardiovascular Center. Eight hundred have suc- 
cessfully undergone surgery, including many cases employing the 
open heart technique. An average of 400 patients are treated monthly. 
In addition, the Center developed the first graduate teaching program 
in cardiovascular diseases in New Jersey. Over 3,500 doctors from 
every corner of the State have enrolled in these courscs and received 
actual bedside instruction at St. Michael's in diagnostic and ihera- 
peutic procedures in the treatment of cardiac cases. To Dr. Antonius, 
for his dedication and zeal in the advancement of cardiac research 
and treatment at St. Michael's, goes much of the credit for our Cardio- 
vascular Center. It is fitting, therefore that this Cardiac Pavilion should 
be called the “Antonius Pavilion”. 


The Intensive Care Unit will be devoted to the constant surveil- 
lance and treatment of critically ill patients. Manned by superbly skill- 
ed nurses, it is equipped with an arsenal of liie-saving facilities, in- 
cluding piped oxygen and suction, oxygen tents, respirators, resusci- 
tators and the most modern emergency drugs. 


The adjacent Recovery Room is especially designated for the close 
and constant surveillance of post-surgical patients. It provides the 
best in facilities and personnel to assure the high degree of care ihat 
must be given such patients until they have emerged from anesthesia. 


These three new additions will contribute much in ihe years to 
come to the community's health. From this will come the greatest grati- 
fication for us at St. Michael's. 


